
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE LOCAL
N U M B E R  P O R T A B I L I T Y
SUSPENSION DOCKETS

)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER TEMPORARILY
SUSPENDING LOCAL NUMBER
PORTABILITY OBLIGATIONS

 
TC04-025, TC04-038, TC04-044-
056, TC04-060-062, TC04-084

Between February 12, 2004 and April 23, 2004, petitions in the above-numbered dockets
were filed by the rural local exchange carrier petitioners (Petitioners) pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section
251(f)(2) and SDCL 49-31-80 seeking suspension or modification of their requirement to implement
local number portability (LNP) pursuant to Section 251(b)(2) of the Telecommunications Act of
1996.  The Commission issued orders granting intervention to WWC License LLC d/b/a CellularOne
and the South Dakota Telecommunications Association in all of the above dockets and to
Midcontinent Communications (Midco) in dockets TC04-038, TC04-044, TC04-050-051, TC04-054-
056, and TC04-060-061.  Midco subsequently withdrew from dockets TC04-056 and TC04-061.
The Commission issued orders granting Petitioners' requests for interim suspension of their
obligation to implement LNP pending final decision pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 251(f)(2) of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and SDCL 49-31-80.  On June 21-July 1, 2004, a hearing was
held on these matters and dockets TC04-077 and TC04-085, which have been settled, in which
rural LECs seek to suspend their obligations to implement LNP.  On July 15, 2004, the Commission
issued orders temporarily suspending the LNP obligations of Kennebec Telephone Company and
Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc. until September 7, 2004, in order to accommodate the
briefing and decision schedule.  On August 31, 2004, the Commission voted unanimously to grant
Petitioners' requests for suspension of intermodal LNP obligations until December 31, 2005, and
deferred decision with respect to intramodal number portability.  Commissioner Burg dissented from
that part of the decision establishing a definite date for termination of the suspension. 

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL 49-31-80, Section 251(f)(2)
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(2) and ARSD 20:10:32:39.

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(2) and SDCL 49-31-80, the Commission is required to render
its decision in this matter within 180 days after the filing of the petition.  The Commission has
determined  that it is in the public interest to grant a temporary suspension of LNP requirements to
Petitioners until September 30, 2004, to enable the Commission to consider and decide the
deferred issue of intramodal number portability and to provide adequate time for the writing of the
numerous final decisions in these dockets.  It is therefore

ORDERED, that Petitioners' obligations to implement local number portability is temporarily
suspended, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(2) and ARSD 20:10:32:39, until September 30, 2004,
by which date the Commission will issue a final decision in these dockets.
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Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 4th day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

     The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon.

By:_____________________________________

Date:___________________________________

(OFFICIAL SEAL)

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

_________________________________
ROBERT K. SAHR, Chairman

_________________________________
GARY HANSON, Commissioner

           _________________________________
           JAMES A. BURG, Commissioner


